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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 June 2010 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/7/10 
has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

This is in response to the amendments filed on 6/7/1 0; claims 1,4,8,11, and 1 4 
have been amended. Claims 1 - 20 are pending in the current application. 

Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Long!, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
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F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 
644 (CCPA 1969). 

Claims 1-4, 7-11, & 14-16 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double "patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 3, 7-10, 
12, 16-18, 21-22, 28, & 34-36 of U.S. Patent No. 6,802,776. 

Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct 
from each " other because the subject matter of the conflicting claims is similar and, at 
times, almost identical in phrasing and terminology. The claims are not patentability 
distinct from one another because it would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention to implement a similar bingo game with a plurality of game play requests 
associated with respective players and request multiple bingo cards in order to provide 
multiplayer bingo system with multiple ways to win. One would be motivated because a 
multiplayer bingo system allows for players to enjoy a bingo game in a traditional 
setting. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lind et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,802,776). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. Based 
upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 
35 U.S.C. 1 02(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C: 1 02(e) might be overcome either by a 
showing under 37 CFR 1 .132. That any invention disclosed but not claimed in the 
reference was derived from the inventor(s) of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Claims 1 & 8: Lind et al. disclose the same invention including a method 
comprising the steps of: (a) Matching a first set of game designations with a set of bingo 
card representations to produce a matched card set, the matched card set including a 
number of game play records with each game play record corresponding to a different 
one of the bingo card representations and including a result indicator indicating a result 
of the match between the first set of game designations and the respective bingo card 
representation; (b) receiving a number of game play requests, each respective game 
play request being associated with a respective player and a respective bingo card 
representation from the set of bingo card representations; and (c) for each game play 
request, assigning the respective player the game play record corresponding to the 
respective bingo card representation with which the respective player is associated 
(claim 1 & column 9, lines 42-60). Lind et al. also disclose a program product stored on 
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a computer readable medium, wherein the program product stores the program code to 
execute the above steps (claim 10). It is further disclosed in par. [0048], where it states 
that players effectively purchase bingo card representations by initiating game play 
requests through the various player stations. It further discloses that the result 
associated with that game play record is determined by the pattern in which the set of 
game designations for the particular game match the designations associated with the 
corresponding bingo card representation that is requested by the player (par. 0048). 



Claim 2: Lind et al. disclose assigning game play records from the matched card 
set until a game winning player holds a game play record corresponding to a matched 
bingo card representation having a game ending pattern; and withdrawing (i.e. 
disregarding) the matched card set from play in response* to the assignment of the 
game play record corresponding to the matched bingo card representation having the 
game ending pattern (claim 3). 

Claim 3: Lind et al. disclose matching an additional game designation set with 
the set of bingo card representations to produce an additional matched* card set, the 
additional matched card set including a number of respective additional game play 
records with each additional game play record corresponding to a different one of the 
bingo card representations and including a result indicator indicating a result of the 
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match between the additional game designation set and the respective bingo card 
representation (claim 7, column 17, lines 6-15, & column 18, lines 33-49). 

Claim 4: Lind et al. disclose receiving an additional game play request 
associated with a given player who has already been assigned a respective game play 
record from the matched card set, the additional game play request also being 
associated with a respective bingo card representation from the set of bingo card 
representations; and assigning the given player the additional game play record 
corresponding to the respective bingo card representation" with which the given player 
is associated (claims 7-9). 

Claim 5: Lind et al. disclose assigning additional game play records from the 
additional matched card set in response to a game play request which next follows a 
game play request for which is assigned a game ending game play record (column 10, 
line 53 - column 1 1 , line 30). 

Claim 6: Lind et al. disclose assigning game play records from the matched card 
set for a set period of time and then. Assigning additional game play records from the 
additional matched card set after that set period of time (column 1 0, line 53 - column 1 1 , 
line 30). 
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Claim 7: Lind et al. disclose 7. The method of claim 1 further including the steps 
of: (a) matching a number of additional game designation sets with the set of bingo card 
representations to produce a number of additional matched card sets, each additional 
matched card set including a number of respective additional game play records with 
each additional game play record in a given one of the additional matched cards sets 
corresponding to a different one of the bingo card representations and including a result 
indicator indicating a result of the match between the respective additional game 
designation set and the respective bingo card representation; and (b) storing each 
additional matched card set so that respective additional game records are available for 
assignment in response to a respective game play request. 

Claim 9: Lind et al. disclose game ending play monitoring program code for 
detecting when a player has been assigned a game play record corresponding to a 
matched bingo card representation having a game ending pattern; and matched card 
set switching program code for switching to a different matched card set when the 
winning play monitoring program code detects that a player has been assigned the 
game play record corresponding to the matched bingo card representation having the 
game ending pattern (claim 12). 

Claim 10: Lind et al. disclose the matching program code matches an additional 
game designation set with the set of bingo card representations to produce an 
additional matched card set, the additional matched card set including a number of 
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respective additional game play records with each additional game play record 
corresponding to a different one of the bingo card representations and including a result 
indicator indicating a result of the match between the additional game designation set 
and the respective bingo card representation (claims 16 & 17). 

Claim 11: Lind et al. disclose the game play assignment program code responds 
to a game play request from a given player who as been assigned a game play record 
from the matched card set by assigning the given player an additional game play record 
from the additional matched card set, the assigned additional game play record 
corresponding to the respective bingo card representation with which the given player is 
associated (claims 18, 28 & 34). 

Claim 12: Lind et al. disclose the game play assignment program code assigns a 
respective additional game play record from the additional matched card set in 
response to a game play request which next follows a game play request for which is 
assigned a game ending play record from the matched card set (column 10, line 53 - 
column 11, line 30). 

Claim 13: Lind et al. disclose the game play assignment program code assigns 
game play records from the matched card set for a set period of time and then assigns 
additional game play records from the additional matched card set after that set period 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,979 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3714 

of time (column 1 0, line 53 - column 1 1 , line 30). 

Claim 14: Lind et al. disclose a gaming system comprising: (a) a number of 
player stations, each player station for enabling a player to initiate a game play request 
and for displaying results of a game play upon receipt of a game play record, each 
game play request initiated by a player being associated with the initiating player and 
with a respective bingo card representation in a set of bingo card representations; (b) a 
central processing system for storing a set of game play records, each game play 
record corresponding to a respective bingo card representation which has been 
matched to a first set of game designations, the central processing system also for 
assigning a respective game play record from the set of game play records to a player 
in response to a game play request initiated by the respective player at one of the 
player stations, the respective game play record assigned to the player being the game 
play record corresponding to the bingo card representation that is associated with that 
player; and (c) a communications system operatively connected to the central 
processing system arid to each of the player stations for facilitating communications 
between the central processing system and each player station (claim 35, figure 
3, & column 5, line 44 - column 7, line 64 which describe figure 3). 

Claim 15: Lind et al. disclose the central processing system stores a number of 
additional sets of game play records, each game play record in a respective additional 
set of game play records corresponding to a respective one of the bingo card 
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representations which has been matched to an additional set of game designations; and 
the central processing system also assigns a respective game play record from one of 
the additional sets of game play records to a player in response to a game play request 
initiated by the respective player at a respective one of the player stations, the 
respective game play record assigned to the player from the additional set of game play 
records being the game play record in that additional set corresponding to the bingo 
card representation that is associated with that player (claim 36 & column 5, line 44 - 
column 7, line 64).. 

Claim 16: Lind et al. disclose the matched card set includes a game ending 
game play record corresponding to a bingo card representation from the set of bingo 
card representations and wherein the central processing system withdraws the matched 
card set from play in response to the assignment of the game ending game play record 
(claims 2, 3, 21 & 22, note: the central processing system is the hardware that handles 
the withdrawing or disregarding of cards). 

Claim 17: Lind et al. disclose a gaming floor component for directing a bingo 
card request to the central processing system in response to a bingo card request input 
entered for a respective player, and wherein the central processing system responds to 
the bingo card request by associating a respective bingo card representation from the 
bingo card representation set with the respective player for whom the bingo card 
request input was entered (column 3, lines 17-39, column 7, lines 65 - column 8, line 1 1 , 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,979 
Art Unit: 3714 

& column 9, lines 20-40). 
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Claim 18: Lind et al. disclose the gaming floor component comprises one of the 
player stations (column 9, lines 20-40). 

Claim 19: Lind et al. disclose a point of sale terminal distinct from the player 
stations and wherein the gaming floor component comprises the point of sale terminal 
(column 7, lines 54-64). 

Claim 20: Lind et al. disclose the central processing system is also for 
maintaining a database correlating each of a number of respective players to one or 
more bingo card representations with which the respective player is associated (column 
7, lines 10-42). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 6/7/10 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding claim 1 , Applicants have amended to clarify that the player and 
the player's game play request are each associated with a respective bingo card 
representation before the game play record and corresponding bingo card 
representation are assigned to the player in response to the game play request. 
Therefore, Applicants argue that "the '776' patent does not disclose or in any way 
suggest any association between a bingo card representation and a player prior to the 
assignment of a game play record to the player from a matched card set." The 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees. In the abstract of the '776' patent, it is disclosed that 
the individual game play records are assigned to players in response to game play 
requests initiated by the players, (abstract), furthermore, it is disclosed in the '776' 
patent that each bingo card representation will also preferably include or be associated 
with a card identifier which distinguishes that particular bingo card representation from 
each other bingo card representation (col. 9, lines 9-12). The '776' further discloses 
that the bingo card representations are pre-matched to produce a matched card set, 
wherein it is disclosed that the data included in a game play request may include a 
game type identifier which identifies a particular type of matched card set at the central 
computer, wherein the central computer may then use this game type identifier to 
choose the appropriate matched card set from which to assign a game play record (col. 
13, lines 52 - 57). This Examiner views this as meeting the newly amended claim 
limitations of including identifying information to identify a respective bingo card 
representation from the set of bingo card representations that produces an association 
between the respective bingo card representation and the player request prior to the 
assignment of the respective game play record to the player. Applicants further argue, 
with respect to the double patenting rejection, that the "Applicants' claims are patentably 
distinct from the claims of the '776' patent because the claims of the '776' patent do not 
teach or suggest all of the limitations required by the Applicants' claims, wherein the 
Applicant's argument related to this matter are identical to the arguments regarding 
claim 1 . However, as disclosed above, the Examiner maintains that the cited art 
references anticipate the present invention, as cited above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric M. Thomas whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1699. The examiner can normally be reached on 7a.m. - 3p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hotaling can be reached on (571) 272-4437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John M Hotaling II/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



